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Talk outline

• Background to the new Atlas

• Introducing the Atlas - a few key findings

• Local variation – the London story – getting 

started with the Instant Atlas Tool
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Background - variation

To deepen our insights into variation seen around 

the country:

• random

• warranted

• unwarranted
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The Atlas series
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https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/atlas-of-variation

Future Atlas:

• Respiratory 
(Q1 2019)



What’s in the Atlas?

• Introduction

• Introduction to the Data

• Magnitude of variation summary

• Section 1: Need for palliative and end of life care

• Section 2: The role of hospitals

• Section 3: Care in the community

• References and resources
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Indicator presented on 2 pages : A focus on 3 or more 

emergency admissions in last 90 days
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Page 1

• Quintile map

• Significance map

Page 2

• Column chart

• Box plot and whisker chart

• Data table

• Introduction to the data 

and local considerations



Supporting resources published alongside the Atlas

• Metadata guide

• Data download

• Slide Pack

• Instant Atlas
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Actual and projected number of deaths, 

England 1995 to 2040
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Deaths in 

England are 

projected to rise 

from 500,000 to 

600,000 



Number of deaths by age at death, England 2006-2016
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Number of deaths by selected cause of death by age at 

death, England 2007-2016
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Section 1: Need for palliative 

and end of life care

Atlas of variation for palliative and end of life care in England



Need section – 10 indicators
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• Number of deaths 75 years or older

• Projected number of deaths

• Sociodemographic data
o older people living alone , unpaid carers

• Cause of death
o cancer ,dementia, heart disease ,  COPD, stroke, 

liver disease



Section 2: The role of hospitals 

in palliative and end of life care

Atlas of variation for palliative and end of life care in England



Role of  the hospitals section - 8 indicators
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• Deaths in a hospital

• HES based indicators
• hospital admissions in last 90 days

• 3 or more emergency admissions in last 90 days

• admissions ending in death that lasted 8 days or 

longer 

• National care of the dying audit of hospitals
• recognition of dying

• communication about dying

• holistic needs assessment

• provision of specialist palliative care services



Box plot 11: Variation in the proportion of all people who died in 

hospital by CCG (2015)
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Reduction in 

hospital 

deaths

From 2006 

(57.5%) to 

2015 (47.7%)



Map 11: Variation in the proportion of all people who died in hospital by 

CCG (2015)

16 Public Health England - NEoLCIN - Nicola Bowtell

Significance level compared with England

LONDON

Significantly higher than England (99.8%)     (54)

Significantly higher than England (95.0%)     (26)

Not significantly different from England          (64)

Significantly lower than England (95.0%)       (14)

Significantly lower than England (99.8%)       (51)

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2016.
Contains National Statistics data © Crown copyright and database right 2016.



Section 3: The role of the 

community in palliative and 

end of life care

Atlas of variation for palliative and end of life care in England



Role of the community section
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• patients in need of palliative care/support 

recorded on GP disease registers

• deaths in hospices

• deaths at home

• deaths in a care home

• care home population

• care home bed rate

• nursing home bed rate

• care home residents who die in a care home

• temporary residents who die in a care home



Box plot 26: Variation in the number of care home beds per 100 

people living who are aged 75 years or older by CCG (2017)

19 Public Health England - NEoLCIN - Nicola Bowtell

There were 10.3 

care home beds for 

every 100 people 

aged 75 years and 

older. Variation 2.7 

to 22.9. 



Map 28: Variation in the proportion of care home residents that died in 

a care home by CCG (2015)
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Significance level compared with England

LONDON

Significantly higher than England (99.8%)       (28)

Significantly higher than England (95.0%)       (14)

Not significantly different from England          (105)

Significantly lower than England (95.0%)         (27)

Significantly lower than England (99.8%)         (35)

Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2016.
Contains National Statistics data © Crown copyright and database right 2016.

An average of 

71.0% of deaths of 

permanent care 

home residents 

occurred in a care 

home. Variation –

44.5% and 83.8%



Box plot 19: Variation in the number of patients in need of palliative 

care/support, as recorded on GP disease registers per 100 deaths by 

by CCG (2015/16)
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In 2015/16 the number of 

patients in need of end of 

life care recorded on GP 

registers was 39.6% 

(variation 13.1% to 115.5%)



The Atlas of variation  for palliative and end of life care: 

Instant Atlas
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https://www.england.nhs.uk/rightcare/products/atlas/

Using Instant Atlas to 

start exploring the 

variation in 3 or more 

emergency admissions 

in the last 90 days of life  

across London



Variation in the proportion of people who have 3 or more 

emergency hospital admissions during the last 90 days 

of life by CCG (2015)
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Highest Newham 12.5%

Lowest Kingston upon Thames 6.37%

England 6.89%



Variation in the proportion of people that died at home by 

CCG (2015)
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Variation in the proportion of people that died in a care 

home by CCG (2015)
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Variation in the number of patients in need of palliative 

care/support, as recorded on GP disease registers per 100 

deaths by CCG (2015/16)
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Public Health England

National End of Life Care Intelligence Network (NEoLCIN)
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Contact us: neolcin@phe.gov.uk

Website: www.endoflifecare-

intelligence.org.uk/home

Atlas of variation: 

https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/atlas

-of-variation

Instant atlas: 

www.england.nhs.uk/rightcare/products

/atlas/

End of life care profiles: 

https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/end-

of-life

mailto:neolcin@phe.gov.uk
http://www.endoflifecare-intelligence.org.uk/home
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/atlas-of-variation
http://www.england.nhs.uk/rightcare/products/atlas/
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/end-of-life

